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Request to Withdraw a Holding of Abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181 

Applicant respectfully requests the holding of abandonment in the above 
referenced application be withdrawn. The Notice of Abandonment has a mailing date of 
April 1 8, 2008 and is enclosed herewith as Exhibit A. 

Applicant filed his application on February 24, 2004. Applicant's attorney 
received an office action subjecting claims 1-16 of the application to a restriction and/or 
election requirement. The mailing date of the office action was October 9, 2007. The 
office action provided a 1 month or 30 day (whichever is longer) shortened statutory 
period for reply. A copy of the office action is enclosed herewith as Exhibit B. 

Applicant responded by electing invention I covered by claims 13-16 with an 
office action response dated November 8, 2007. The response included a certificate of 
mailing dated November 8, 2007. Attorney for applicant, Robert O. Blinn, hereby states 
he personally remembers signing and mailing the office action response to the US Patent 
and Trademark Office on Thursday, November 8, 2007. A copy of the response is 
enclosed herewith as Exhibit C. 

Applicant further submits herewith a copy of the return receipt postcard mailed 
with the above referenced office action response. This copy of the return receipt postcard 
is enclosed herewith as Exhibit D. This return receipt postcard indicates the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office received the office action response on Tuesday, 
November 13, 2007. Accordingly, Exhibit D hereto, provides proof the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office received the office action response. 
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Accordingly, applicant requests the office action response, enclosed as Exhibit C, 
be allowed as timely filed and the holding of abandonment be reversed. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Robert OrBlinn 
Reg. No. 36,751 
P.O. Box 75144 
Wichita, KS 67275-0144 



Date 



Certificate of Mailing: 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commission for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450 5 jilexandria 5 VA 22313-1450 on the date indicated below. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13- 1450 
www.uspto.gov 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/786,715 



02/24/2004 



Michael Wayne Sigel 



7590 

Robert O. Blinn 
P.O. Box 75144 
Wichita, KS 67275-0144 



04/18/2008 



3146W 



8993 



EXAMINER 



JOHNSON, EDWARD M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1793 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



04/18/2008 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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Notice of Abandonment 


Application No. 

10/786,715 


Applicant(s) 

SIGEL, MICHAEL WAYNE 


Examiner 

Edward M. Johnson 


Art Unit 

1793 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

1. [3 Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 09 October 2007 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 13 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) S No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3-D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is . 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 



/Edward M. Johnson/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1793 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) Notice of Abandonment Part of Paper No. 20080414 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/786,715 



02/24/2004 



Michael Wayne Si gel 



3146W 



8993 



7590 

Robert O. Blinn 
P.O.Box 75144 
Wichita, KS 67275-0144 



10/09/2007 



EXAMINER 



JOHNSON, EDWARD M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1793 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



10/09/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/786,715 


Applicant(s) 

SIGEL f MICHAEL 


Examiner 

Edward M. Johnson 


Art Unit 

1754 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE f MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 February 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E0 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) KI Claim(s) 1-16 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070929 
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Art Unit: 1754 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 13-16, drawn to a method for removing hydrogen 
sulfide, classified in class 423, subclass 230. 

II- Claims 1-12, drawn to an apparatus for removing 

hydrogen sulfide, classified in class 422, subclass 
168+. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of 
the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus 
for its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be 
shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) 
the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case 
the apparatus as claimed could be used to perform a materially 
different process, such as a process for treatment of halogens, 
NOx, or SOx. The process could also be performed by a materially 
different apparatus, such as an apparatus comprising specific 
means for sequential reaction or injection. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/786,715 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1754 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for 
the reasons given above and there would be a serious burden on 
the examiner if restriction is not required because the 
inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view of 
their different classification, and because the inventions 
require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
3. A telephone call was made to Robert Blinn on 9/25/07 to 
request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, 
but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to 
be complete must include (i) an election of a species or 
invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or 
without traverse. To reserve a right to petition, the election 
must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and 
specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction 
requirement, the election shall be treated as an election 
without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions 
or species are not patentably distinct, applicant should submit 
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Application/Control Number: 10/786,715 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1754 

evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the 
inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on 
the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior 
art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C.103(a) of the other invention. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Edward M. 
Johnson whose telephone number is 571-272-1352. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stanley S. Silverman 
can be reached on 571-272-1358. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
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access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

sftl Ka|/ — - 

Edward M. Johnson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1754 

EMJ 



